What is claimed is : 

1. A network presentation distribution system for 
presenting a presentation, comprising: 

one or more presentation content supplying nodes of a 
communications network, said content supplying nodes for 
providing access to a collection of data segments of said 
presentation using said communications network, wherein said 
collection includes first and second subcollections of one or 
more of said segments; 

a presentation controlling node for transmitting to at 
least a first client node, via the communications network, 
presentation control information used for identifying a group 
of subcollections of said segments, said group including said 
first and second subcollections; and 

a first segment selector, activated in response to said 
first client node receiving said presentation control 
information, for selecting one of said first and second 
subcollections for transmitting said selected subcollection 
from one of said presentation content supplying nodes to said 
first client node. 

2. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein said segment selector includes a 
network analyzer for analyzing transmission characteristics of 
communications network when determining which of said first 
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5 and second subcollections to transmit to said first client 

node via said network communications network. 

3. A system as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said first 
and second subcollections are stored on different ones of said 
content supplying nodes. 

4. A system as claimed in Claim 1, wherein said first 
subcollection includes video with motion, and said second 
subcollection includes video with one of reduced motion and no 
motion. 

5. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein the communications network 
includes a portion of a network using TCP/IP for communicating 
between at least one of: 

5 (a) one of said content supplying nodes and said first 

client node; 

(b) said presentation controlling node and said first 
client node; 

(c) one of the content supplying nodes and said 
10 presentation controlling node. 

6. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein said presentation control 
information is transmitted to each of a plurality of client 
nodes so that a performance of said presentation occurs 

5 simultaneously at each of said plurality of client nodes. 
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7. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein said first client node includes a 
first presentation display component for displaying said 
segments of the presentation that are transmitted to said 
first client node, and wherein a second client node for 
receiving said presentation control information includes a 
second display component for displaying said segments of the 
presentation selected by a second segment selector activated 
in response to said second client node receiving said 
presentation information, wherein when said first 
subcollection is transmitted to said first client node and 
said second subcollection is transmitted to said second client 
node, said first subcollection is displayed on said first 
client node substantially simultaneously with said second 
subcollection being displayed on said second client node. 

8. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein said first subcollection and said 
second subcollection have substantially different expected 
data transmission rates for being transmitted between said 
first client node, and one or more of said presentation 
content supplying nodes . 

9. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein an audio portion for said first 
subcollection is transmitted to said first client node 
separately from said first subcollection. 

80 



10. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein the first and second 
subcollections each have a common audio portion synchronously 
presented at said first client node, and a second client node 
for receiving said presentation. 

11. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein said first segment selector is 
resident on said first client node and a second segment 
selector, activated in response to a second client node 
receiving said presentation control information, is resident 
on said second client node, wherein said first and second 
segment selectors each select one of said first and second 
subcollections for simultaneous presentation. 

12. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, further including a network interface 
component, residing on said first client node, for receiving 
said presentation control information and transmitting a 
request for a subcollection of said group to one of said 
content supplying nodes . 

13 . A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 12, wherein said network interface component 
includes a network browser. 

14. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, further including a content manager for 
providing at least a video portion of said first and second 
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subcollections of said presentation to said content supplying 
nodes prior to a performance of said presentation, wherein 
during said performance of said presentation, said first 
subcollection is presented at said first client node, and said 
second subcollection is simultaneously presented at a second 
client node receiving said presentation control information. 

15. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein there are first and second 
versions of said presentation performed synchronously, 
respectively, at said first client node and a second client 
node for receiving said presentation control information, 
wherein there is a correspondence in content between at least 
a majority of segments in said first version with segments of 
said second version, and wherein said first and second 
versions have their corresponding audio portions in different 
natural languages . 

16. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein said first segment selector 
includes a comparator for comparing (a) a value indicative of 
a length of time expected to receive one of said first and 
second subcollections, and (b) a value indicative of: (i) a 
length of time related to one or more other client nodes 
receiving one or more subcollections of said collection, (ii) 
a predetermined default length of time, and (iii) a length of 
time determined by a leader of said presentation performance. 

82 



17. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein at least one of: one of said 
content supplying nodes; and said first client node 
communicates via a corporate intranet . 

18. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein said presentation controlling node 
accesses a predetermined script for said presentation control 
information , said script identifying a sequence of segments 
of said collection for the presentation. 

19. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, further including a leader node for a 
leader of a performance of said presentation , wherein the 
leader directs a pace and content of the presentation 
performance provided to said client nodes . 

20. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein the communications network uses 
TCP/IP as a network protocol. 

21. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, further including a phone bridge 
controller for controlling one or more telephone bridges 
providing audio communication during a performance of the 
presentation, through a telephone at a client site having said 
first client node, wherein said telephone provides the audio 
communication to the client site different from said 
communications network. 

83 



22. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 1, wherein at least one of said content 
supplying network nodes is an Internet website. 
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23. A network presentation distribution system for 
presenting a presentation, comprising: 

a first and second presentation content supplying nodes 
of a communications network, said first and second content 
supplying nodes for providing access to one or more 
collections of data segments of said presentation using said 
communications network; 

a presentation controlling node for transmitting to at 
least a first client node, presentation control information 
used for identifying a first subcollection of said segments 
for presentation at said first client node; and 

a content node selector, activated in response to said 
first client node receiving said presentation control 
information, for selecting one of said first and second 
content supplying nodes for transmitting one of: (a) said 
first subcollection to said first client node using said 
communications network; and (b) an alternative subcollection 
of one or more of said segments predetermined as a replacement 
for said first subcollection. 

24. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 23, wherein said content node selector 
selects one of said first and second content supplying nodes 
and according to one of: (a) a measurement related to a 
previous data transmission rate between said first client node 
and at least one of said first and second content supplying 
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nodes, and (b) an expected data transmission rate between said 
first client node, and at least one of said first and second 
content supplying nodes. 

25. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 23, wherein a presentation request from said 
first client node to one of said content supplying nodes 
includes at least one of: (a) an identification of a version 
of said presentation, said version for a predetermined group 
of presentation audience members, (b) an identification of one 
of said first and second subcollections identified in a 
predetermined script for said presentation ; and (c) 
information for identifying an alternative segment determined 
by a leader of a performance of said presentation, wherein 
said alternative segment is not identified in said script. 

26. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 23, further including a phone bridge 
controller for routing presentation related audio 
communications to a client site having said first client node, 
via one or more phone bridges, wherein a telephone at said 
client site transforms the presentation related audio 
communications into an audible communication having natural 
language speech included therein. 

27. A presentation system as claimed in Claim 23, 
wherein said presentation controlling node includes a 
presentation script processing component for generating 
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presentation performance commands from a script for said 
presentation, wherein for said first client node, said 
generated commands synchronize a display of a video content 
of said segments with a related audio content. 

28. A presentation system as claimed in Claim 27, 
wherein said presentation controlling node includes a phone 
bridge controller for directing a phone bridge to provide 
audio communications between a client site having said first 
client node and one of: said presentation controlling node and 
a leader of a performance of said presentation, wherein said 
phone bridge routes presentation performance related audio 
information differently from network communications between 
said presentation controlling node and first client via said 
communications network. 

29. A presentation system as claimed in Claim 23, 
wherein said presentation controlling node transmits said 
presentation control information to at least a second client 
node for synchronizing a performance of said presentation at 
said first client node with a performance of said presentation 
at said second client node. 
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30. A network presentation distribution system for 
presenting a presentation, comprising: 

one or more content supplying network nodes able to 
provide a plurality of segments to a first of one or more 
5 network client nodes, via a communications network, wherein 

each of said segments provides a portion of a particular 
presentation; 

a presentation controlling network node for transmitting 
presentation control information providing identities of 

10 segments in a collection of said segments when the 

presentation is performed at said first client node; 

a presentation network component at said first client 
node, wherein, after receiving said presentation control 
information, said presentation network component transmits 

15 segment selection information, obtained using said 

presentation control information, to a first of said content 
supplying nodes for obtaining the collection at said first 
client node; 

a segment selector that uses one of: (a) the 
20 presentation control information, and (b) the segment 

selection information for .identifying the collection to 
transmit from the first content supplying node to the first 
client node. 

31. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 30, wherein said selection information 



depends on a data transmission characteristic to the first 
client node from one of the content supplying nodes. 

32. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 31, wherein said data transmission 
characteristic is one of a network data transmission rate and 
a measurement of network data transmission errors. 

33. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 30, wherein said presentation controlling 
network node synchronizes a performance of said presentation 
on said first client node with a performance of said 
presentation on a second client node so that a particular one 
or more of said segments are presented on said first client 
node synchronously with an alternative one or more segments 
being output by one of said content supplying nodes to said 
second client node, wherein said alternative one or more 
segments correspond in content to said particular one or more 
segments . 

34. A network presentation distribution system as 
claimed in Claim 30, wherein said presentation controlling 
network node includes network communication receiving means 
for receiving communication from a site of said first client 
node, said communication related to a response to an inquiry 
of a presentation audience member at said first client 
node . 
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35. A method for presenting a networked presentation, 
comprising: 

storing a plurality of segments of a presentation for 
network access via one or more content supplying nodes of a 
5 communications network, wherein there are subcollections of 

one or more of the segments, each subcollection having a 
predetermined presentation order and there is a first and a 
second of the subcollections, , wherein said first 
subcollection is replaceable with said second subcollection 
10 when presenting the presentation; 

identifying a plurality of network client nodes for 
presenting the presentation; 

transmitting, via the communications network, 
presentation control information to a first and second of the 
15 client nodes; 

first identifying said first subcollection for presenting 
at the first client node using said transmitted presentation 
control inf ormat ion ; 

second identifying said second subcollection for 
20 presenting at the second user node in place of the first 

subcollection, using said transmitted presentation control 
information; 

first retrieving said first subcollection from said 
content supplying nodes for presenting at the first client 
25 node; 



second retrieving said second subcollection from said 
content supplying nodes for presenting at the second client 
node substantially simultaneously with the presenting of the 
first subcollection at the first client node. 

36. A method as claimed in Claim 35, wherein said step 
of transmitting to the first and second client nodes is 
performed substantially simultaneously, using the Internet as 
at least a portion of the communications network. 

37. A method as claimed in Claim 35, further including 
a step of synchronizing presenting the presentation at the 
first client node with presenting the presentation at the 
second client node so that each of the subcollections 
presented at the first client node is presented substantially 
simultaneously with one of the subcollections, having the same 
order, at the second client node. 

38. A method as claimed in Claim 37, wherein said step 
of synchronizing includes obtaining, by said first client 
node, a network performance measurement of a network 
transmission from a first of the content supplying network 
nodes to the first client node. 

39. A method as claimed in Claim 35, wherein said step 
of first retrieving includes retrieving the first 
subcollection by the first client node from a first of the 
content supplying nodes; and 
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5 said step of second retrieving includes retrieving the 

second subcollection by the second client node from a second 
of the content supplying nodes different from the first 
content supplying node. 

40. A method as claimed in Claim 35, further including 
synchronizing the presenting of the first and second 
subcollections at the first and second client nodes with a 
corresponding audio portion of the presentation provided 

5 concurrently at the sites of the first and second client 

nodes, wherein the corresponding audio portion is provided to 
the sites using a different network protocol from a protocol 
used in said step of transmitting via the communications 
network . 

10 
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41. A method for presenting a networked presentation, 
comprising: 

storing a plurality of segments for a presentation, 
wherein said segments are network accessible 0 from one or more 
5 content supplying network nodes for presenting the 

presentation, and wherein for a first subcollection of one or 
more of the segments, said first subcollection is capable of 
being accessed from a first of the content supplying nodes, 
and at least one of : 
10 (a) said first subcollection has a corresponding 

different second subcollection of one or more of said segments 
that has been identified as a replacement for the first 
subcollection, and 

(b) said first subcollection is capable of being accessed 
15 from a second of said content supplying nodes; 

providing first and second client nodes for network 
transmission of the presentation to the client nodes , 
wherein at least the first client node has network access to 
at least one of: the first and second subcollections, and the 
20 first and second content supplying nodes; 

determining, for the first client node, a measurement 
indicative of an expected network performance of a 
communications network for transmitting the first 
subcollection from the first content supplying node to the 
25 first client node; 



selecting at least one of: the second subcollection and 
the second content supplying node when said measurement is 
indicative of an undesirable performance of the performance of 
the presentation at the first client node. 
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42. A presentation system for presenting a multimedia 
presentation having video and audio portions that correspond 
in content, comprising: 

one or more video supplying network nodes for 
communicating one or more video portions of the multimedia 
presentation to one or more networked client nodes; 

a phone bridge controller for providing commands to one 
or more phone bridges for routing presentation related audio 
communication, to a corresponding telephony device at each 
site having one of the client nodes, wherein: (a) each of 
one or more portions of the related audio communication 
corresponds in content with one of the video portions, and 
(b) the telephony devices at the sites transform the 
presentation related audio communications into an audible form 
having natural language speech included therein; 

a presentation controller for synchronizing a presenting, 
at the client nodes, of predetermined ones of the video and 
audio portions that correspond in content, wherein for each of 
the client nodes, said presentation controller: (a) 
communicates with the client node for providing information 
used for identifying a particular one of the video portions 
for transmission from one of the video supplying network nodes 
to the client node; and (b) communicates with said phone 
bridge controller for routing, to the client node, the audio 

95 



portion corresponding in content with the particular video 
portion. 
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43. A method of presenting a multimedia presentation: 

storing a script of one or more presentation commands for 
performing multimedia segments of said presentation wherein a 
first of said one or more commands references one or more 
unresolved identifiers of one or more network content 
supplying nodes providing access to at least a video portion 
of a first subcollection of one or more of said segments via 
a communications network; 

storing a communications network identifier for each of 
one or more of said content supplying nodes providing network 
access to said first subcollection; 

identifying one or more client nodes for receiving a 
performance of said presentation; 

resolving said unresolved identifiers of a first of said 
commands using said stored communications network identifiers 
for thereby obtaining a resolved command; 

performing said resolved command at each of said client 
nodes during said performance by requesting said first 
subcollection from said first content supplying node; 

requesting by a first of said client nodes, when said 
first subcollection is not received by said first client node 
within a predetermined time, one of: an alternative 
subcollection of one or more of said segments, in place of 
said first subcollection, from one of said content supplying 
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nodes, and said first subcollection from an alternate one of 
said content supplying nodes. 

44. A method as claimed in Claim 43, further including 
transmitting said resolved command from a presentation 
controlling node to each of said client nodes. 

45. A method as claimed in Claim 45, wherein said steps 
of identifying, performing, and requesting use said 
communications network and said communications network 
includes at least a portion of the Internet. 
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